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UPCOMING
SHOWS

March 5-6
Hilton Head Island KC
Hilton Head, SC

March 5-6
Winston-Salem Dog Training Club
Winston-Salem, NC

March 19-20
Carolina Dog Training Club
Greensboro, NC

March 26-27
Dog Obedience Club of Greenville
Simpsonville, SC

March 31-April 3
Charlotte Dog Training Club
Greater Monroe Kennel Club

Concord, NC

April 2-3
Sawnee Mountain KC
Cummings, GA

April 9-10
Cape Fear Dog Training Club
Lumberton, NC

April 14-16

Valdosta Kennel Club

Atlanta Kennel Club
Perry, GA

April 30-May 1
Myrtle Beach Kennel Club
Florence, SC

May 12-15
Columbus Kennel Club
S.E. Alabama Kennel Club
Macon Kennel Club
Perry, GA

May 14-15
Greater Columbia Obedience Club
Columbia, SC

June 11-12
Palmetto Obedience Training Club
Spartanburg, SC

A complete calendar is on
www.dogtrainersworkshop.com

864-862-8626

DOG TRAINERS WORKSHOP

www.dogtrainersworkshop.com 864-862-8688 Fax

NEWSLETTER

The Most Common Open Mistakes

March 2011

By the time you have earned your Companion Dog title and are getting ready to enter open, it may
feel as if you have been practicing the open exercises for quite some time. Avoid some of the most
COmmon errors as you prepare.

Heeling:
The most common mistake is simply not practicing the heeling enough to keep your skills sharp.

It took a lot of work to get your dog heeling well for the Novice routine. When you finish your CD
and start to think about entering open, there seems to be so much to practice, that it’s fairly normal
to spend less time on your heeling skills. Be careful! Continue to practice both your on-leash and
off-leash skills. You must let your dog know any time he makes an error. Some errors are effort
errors and need your help (See How Dogs Learn — Dogtrainersworkshop.com) and some are lack of
effort errors and deserving of a correction. You need to maintain a high standard and not neglect
this skill. As the show draws near, remember how much heeling you practiced prior to showing in
Novice. You may need to do that again.

Drop on Recall:
The most common mistake is believing that when your dog anticipates the drop, you should stop
dropping him and do straight recalls.

Teaching the drop on recall is a series of two skills. First the dog understands that he must drop,
then he understands when to drop. A dog that is anticipating understands that he must drop, he is
simply confused about when to do so. When your dog starts anticipating, all you have left to teach
him is that he must wait for your command. If you stop dropping him and start doing straight re-
calls you will confuse him. He will no longer understand whether or not he should drop.

When your dog anticipates the drop on recall, let him go down, walk to him and bring him to you.
DO NOT GIVE HIM A SECOND COMMAND TO COME. Try again. If your dog slows down,
do nothing. He is confused and making an effort. Continue to drop him mid-way to you, and then
release him. After several successful attempts, he will begin to speed up. He will start to under-
stand not only that he must drop, but that he must wait for you to tell him to do so.

Dog Obedience of Greenville Trials

March 26 & 27, 2011
Simpsonville Activity & Senior Center, SC
DOCG will have their two day Obedience & Rally Trials

Please help support the Club and Event by volunteering.

Contact: Pat Brausch
828-894-5898

patbrausch@gmail.com www.DOCG.INFO



Retrieve on the Flat:
The most common mistake is failing to practice retrieving under the most distracting conditions you can find.

Many dogs will run out and pick up a thrown object and have been doing so all their lives. The flat retrieve is much more than that.
Your dog must have a soldier’s attitude about getting to the object and immediately bringing it back. If your dog seems fairly reli-
able at retrieving his dumbbell, make sure that you throw it in difficult locations, such as near a ring gate or another dog. Then
make sure that your dog will not become distracted as he is returning to you with the dumbbell. Create realistic distractions for your
dog to come past such as other handlers and dogs. Finally, be positive that nothing will distract your dog on his way to the dumb-
bell. He must understand that he can not stop and look around, watch another dog perform, or allow another handler or dog to make
him too nervous to retrieve. He must believe that if you have thrown the object, he has the ability to go get it and it is his responsi-
bility to work hard to do so.

Retrieve over the High Jump:
The most common mistake is failing to teach your dog the Directed Jumping exercise before you teach the Retrieve over the High
Jump.

A dog competing in open must understand the difference between the retrieve on the flat and the retrieve over the high jump. He
must understand when to go straight to the dumbbell and when to go over the jump. If you do not take the time to get your dog pro-
ficient at directed jumping before you teach this exercise, it will be much more difficult to get him to understand how to go out of his
way to jump both on the way out and the way back. At a recent seminar one of the participants said, “My dog failed the retrieve over
the high jump because I threw the dumbbell poorly.” You cannot guarantee that the dumbbell will always go the direction that you
are hoping. Bad bounces are inevitable. Prepare for them. Teach the dog to do the exercise even if you have a bad throw.

Broad Jump:
The most common mistake is to hurriedly introduce your dog to a complete broad jump, without taking time to teach him that he
cannot step in the middle.

Before you enter the open ring, you want your dog to understand that he must jump from the beginning of the first board to the end
of the last board, and never step in the middle. If the jump will be made up of three or four boards, practice using only the first and
last board. Put a variety of objects on the ground between the two boards such as a folding chair, your jacket, a ring gate, a dog or a
person! Be sure your dog understands that the jump starts at the first board and ends at the last board. If he learns to concentrate on
the first and last board, you will not struggle with him walking through the jump when all the boards are present.

Out of Sight Stays:
There are two mistakes worth mentioning that will keep your dog from passing the out of sight stay exercise.

Not watching your dog when you are practicing. You should never stop watching your dog when you are training him. How
can you train a dog you cannot see? You need to be watching, through a doorway or a window, and you need to respond to
your dog as soon as he makes a mistake. It is ineffective and poor timing to ask someone else to tell you when your dog has
made a mistake. Out of sight stays are not a time to take a seat and visit with your friends. You are training your dog and
you must be paying attention. If you fail to respond to your dog’s errors promptly, he will not understand that he made a
mistake.

Not using enough distractions. Your dog will make two mistakes on the stay exercises. He will get up and he will change posi-
tions (a sitting dog goes down, a dog who is down will stand up or sit up). You need to create distractions that will cause
both types of errors. It will take a lot of different distractions for your dog to get the message that he simply cannot move.

Finally, one of the most common errors made in preparing for the open exercises is a failure to practice going from one exer-
cise to the next.

Doing an exercise repeatedly is much easier than consistently performing an exercise correctly on the first attempt. Before you enter
the open class, practice moving from one location to the next, doing each exercise one time. You are looking for your dog to per-
form each exercise correctly on the first attempt. This type of training will also give you information you need about how to get your
dog to move smoothly around the ring with you. Additionally, it will help your dog get in the habit of performing each exercise cor-
rectly the first time.

Make it your goal to be so well prepared for the open class, that earning your Companion Dog Excellent title happens quickly and
without any major set-backs. With a little thought, and a little extra work, it can be done.
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Qg between you and
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Do you know someone who is too busy to

workShop attend an obedience class?

Do they live too far away?

Spread the word— Tell them about
our online dog training courses.

e They have easy to follow instructions
and progression charts for reference.

e You need nothing more than your

Web browser and require no extra soft-
ware — nothing to download or install.

e Features 10 complete, streaming

The kevs t video lessons taken directly from Connie
BXaYS 10 Stccoss Cleveland's DVD series.

in fraining your pet are
consistency, patience

and praise. Only $30.00
Presented by

Connie Cleveland Learn how with our...

www.dogtrainersworkshop.com

Basic Dog Obedience
On-line Training Program

www.OnlineObedienceTraining.com




Congratulations 20u Title Winmeys]

COMPANION D 0G EXCELLENT

ﬁ COMPANION D oG ,ﬁ

Lori Hayes & Gabe (Shih tzu)
Patrice Hoerster & Cali (Golden Retriever)
Pam Putman & Jackson (Mix Breed)
Sarah Saddoris & Sam (Min Dachshund)

ﬁ UTILTY D oG

Grace Lichtenwald & BG (German Shepherd)

Michelle Andavall & Rio (Golden Retriever)
Linda Garrett & Stormie (Weimaraner)
Susie Hart & Karmen (Giant Schnauzer)

ﬁ GRADUATE  OPEN

Monica Hunter & Ursa (German Shepherd)
Grace Lichtenwald & BG (German Shepherd)

Please let us know if we mistakenly left your name off the list!

Upcoming Training Matched FOUR opportunities!

March 12, 2011
Saturday
PKC Showplace
13607 Choate Circle
Charlotte, NC

For more info, contact:
J.N. (Kim) Blutreich

704-282-4947 or
Bravo-Dogs@Carolina.rr.com

March 19, 2011 March 20, 2011

Saturday Sunday
Dog Obedience Club of G’ville Spartanburg Kennel Club
Monthly Training Day B/OB & Rally Fun Match
Kennedy Street Parking Garage
Dog Trainers Workshop Spartanburg, SC

Fountain Inn, SC

For more info, contact:
Cathy Wilcox
828-245-7924 or
photodog@blueridge.net

For more info, contact:
MJ Douglas
trincockers@aol.com

Evening
before the
trials!

For more info, contact:
Chris Brooks
864-292-0876
cbrooks120@gmail.com

March 25, 2011
Friday 0.
0
6:00 PM—S8:30 PM ‘“"A
Dog Obedience Club of Greenville A’

Simpsonville Senior Activity Center
Simpsonville, SC



mailto:docgtrial@gmail.com
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New Term starts March 8, 2011
Please reqister by March 4!
Fees: $100.00 per 8 week class
$180.00 per 2 classes
(There will be no classes on March 15 & 16)

Heel, Jump, Retrieve

Mar. 8: Tuesday @ 6:15 pm

Mar. 9: Wednesday @ 7:00 pm

For dogs learning the fundamentals of
heeling, jumping and retrieving. These
dogs should have completed the Beginner
and Advanced Beginner classes.

Upcoming Classes

'

Novice/Open

Mar. 8: Tuesday @ 7:15 pm

Mar. 9: Wednesday @ 8:00 pm

For dogs learning the Novice and Open exer-
cises. Prerequisites include the Directed
Jumping exercise and an ability to retrieve
with distractions. Dogs that are preparing to
show in Novice at the upcoming shows should
attend one of these sections.

Open /Utility

Mar. 8: Tuesday @ 1:00 pm

Mar. 8: Tuesday @ 8:15 pm

Mar. 9: Wednesday @ 6:00 pm

For dogs proficient at the open exercises and
actively learning the Utility exercises. Dogs
preparing to compete in either Open or Utility
should participate in one of these sections.

Miracle Hill Ministries

Conni e
Theory & Problem Solving Workshops

Thanks to all of you that contributed coats, sweaters
and blankets during the holiday season. Because of
your generosity we were able to make a sizeable
donation to Miracle Hill Ministries.

This ministry serves the homeless in our community.

As summer approaches, and you are thinking about

fresh fruits and vegetables, consider bringing your

extra canned goods for Miracle Hill’s soup kitchen.
We will be making deliveries to the ministry.

They are always looking for;

&
|t

Canned Foods & Soups
Canned Fruits & Veggies
Peanut Butter & Jellies
Toothpaste & Brushes

m

Fountain Inn, South Carolina

June 4 & 5, 2011
and
July 23 & 24, 2011

These weekends are designed to give you ample
opportunity to practice every exercise. Our goal for
the weekend is to help you solve your training
problems, plan your training sessions and create long
range training goals.

Each workshop is limited to 16 participants.
Cost: $285.00

For more information, please contact us at:
Dog Trainers Workshop
(864) 862-8626
dtwinfo@bellsouth.net
www.dogtrainersworkshop.com
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